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And that’s kind of inconvenient since there isn’t a bathroom in the basement, and her friends always A
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There’s no TV in Gramma’s basement, so the only thing we’ve got to entertain ourselves with is each Th
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Something that’s making the situation a lot harder is that Dad is working from home this S
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If you ask me, I don’t think Mom’s doing Manny any favours by BABYING him. And it’s got a lot I
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We have to go to bed before it’s even dark outside, because we’re all on MANNY’S schedule. 
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These days, Manny’s favourite bedtime story is a Noah’s Ark picture book. It’s about this guy who T
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The illustrations in Manny’s book are all cartoons, and they make it look like a flood that wiped out T
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But I guess if the drawings were more realistic, parents wouldn’t buy it for their pre-schoolers. 
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I’ve got some questions about the Noah’s Ark story, though. For starters, I wanna know why I’
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You only hear about the animals that SURVIVED
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Mom keeps saying she’s glad we’re all together right now, because she feels like time has slowed M
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Something that’s making this summer feel really long is that I can’t go to my friend Rowley’s S
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Dad wants to drive around and visit a bunch of Civil War battlefields and take part in a D
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Mom said we could save money by staying close to home and visiting places in our own community. But Mo
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Plus, they just opened a new roller coaster called Trackjumper that’s supposed to be total y INSANE. 
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Since my family couldn’t settle on anything, I suggested we all go on our OWN holidays and do S
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But, believe me, for THIS family to make happy memories together, it’s gonna take a MIRACLE. 

Bu

B t

u , 

t  

, b

e

b l

e ilev

e e

v  

e m

e

m , 

e  

, f

o

f r

o  

r THIS

I  f

a

f m

a i

m ly

l  

y t

o

t  

o m

a

m k

a e

k  

e h

a

h p

a p

p y

p

MI

M R

I ACL

C E

L 19

me

m m

e o

m r

o i

r es

e  

s t

o

t g

o e

g t

e h

t e

h r

e , 

r  

, i

t’

t s 

s g

o

g n

o n

n a

n  

a t

a

t k

a e

k  

e a



a

. 

19

1

26



Monday

We finally figured out a way we could afford to go M
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Mom said the reason holidays are so expensive is because staying in hotels and eating at M
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Mom says we’l  have a lot of adventures along the way, and now I’M getting kind of excited about M
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For the past two days, we’ve been getting ready for our holiday. And I’m a little worried that Fo

M r

o  

mt’sh

e

h  opa

i s

n t

g  

t

t w

o  ot ud

r a

n y

s

t , 

h iw

s  ei’nve

t  

o baee

n n

e  dgue

c t

a t

ti in

o g

na lr

e

t a

ri d

p y

. 

for ou

o r

u  

r h

o

h l

o ilda

d y

a . 

y  

. A

n

A d

n  

d I

’

Im 

m a



a l

iltt

t l

t e

l  

e w

o

w r

o r

r i

r ed

e  

d t

h

t a

h t

a

Mo

M m

o ’

ms 

s h

o

h p

o i

p ng

n  

g t

o

t  

o t

u

t r

u n

r  

n t

h

t i

h s 

s i

nt

n o

t  

o a

n

a  

n e

d

e u

d c

u a

c t

a i

t on

o a

n l

a  

l t

r

t i

r p. 

p

But, believe me, the LAST thing I’m planning on doing is any LEARNING. 

But, believe me, the LAST t

hing I’m planning

on doing is any LEARNING. 

23

23

2

30



Wednesday

This morning we went to the grocery store and W

s e

Wt d

eocn

dke

n s

e d

sd a

duy

ap on food for the trip. Then we went to T

t h

T i

h s

e  

s  m

ca o

m r

o

m n

pi i

n n

n g

ng  

g  w

su e

wp 

eew

r e

ws n

et t

no  

tr t

e o

t   

ot t

o h

t  e

hg  

e g

t r

g  o

re c

ov e

ce r

er y

ry  

yt s

h t

si o

tn r

og e

r   

e a



E n

aL d

nSE

st

sw o

te’ c

or k

ce e

k  d

eg  

do u

np

un  

pao

n

o  

nef

e o

fdo

o. d

o  

d f

o

f r

o  

r t

h

t e

h  

e t

r

t ip. 

p  

. T

h

T e

h n

e  

n w

e

w  

e w

e

w n

e t

n  

t t

o

t

th

t e 

e c

a

c m

a p

m i

p ng

n  

g s

u

s p

u e

p r

e s

r t

s o

t r

o e

r  

e t

o

t  

o g

e

g t

e  

t e

v

e e

v r

e y

r t

y h

t i

h ng

n  

g EL

E S

L E

we

w

I ’er

e

rw  

eag

s o

g  n

op n

nr a

ne  

at n

t e

ny e

e  d

ex. 

dcited, because we’ve never actually BOUGHT anything at the camping store before. 

I

D 

I w

ada

w s

au 

ssp

e r

pd e

r  t

e t

to y

t   

yt e

a x

ekc

x i

ce t

e

tmd

ee , 

d   

,a b

ne

b c

ed a

c  u

aRs

u e

so  

ed w

ri e

wc ’ev

k e

v   

et n

h e

n v

er e

v r

e   

rwa

c

ah t

ce u

tn a

u  l

a ll

w y

le

BwO

erU


Oe G

li H

Gt T

tle ,a

n

ab y

nu t

yt h

t  i

ht n

hg

na  

gt a

t

aw 

tat

s h

t  e

hj  

eu c

s a

ct m

a  p

mtoi

p n

g

nki  

gll s

t

s o

ti r

om e

r  

e b

o e

bnf

e  o

fa r

o e

r . 

e

D

S a

Da d

at  

du u

r s

ude

sad

ey 

d t

o

t

m  

o t

r a

tni k

an e

kg 

e. m

e

m  

e a

n

a d

n  

d R

o

R d

o r

d i

r ck

c  

k t

h

t er

e e

r  

e w

h

w e

h n

e  

n w

e

w

we

w r

e e

r  

e l

iltt

t l

t e

l , 

e  

, b

u

b t

u  

t t

h

t a

h t

a  

t w

a

w s

a  

s j

u

j s

u t

s  

t t

o

t  

o k

i

k lll 

l t

i

t me

m  

e o

n

o  

n a



Sa

S t

a u

t r

u d

r a

d y

a  

y m

o

m r

o ni

n ng

n . 

g

24

24

2

31



When we got to the store today, Dad went around and picked up some basic supplies, like W
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Dad said those things weren’t for SERIOUS

campers, though, and made me put them back. 
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Manny and Rodrick got really excited about the idea of catching our own food, so they went off to M
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But Mom stopped them before they could get too carried away. 
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After Dad was done shopping, he was ready to check out. But I think Mom was nervous that we A
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Plus, we needed a compass if we got lost, a snakebite kit if someone got bitten, and a flare Pl
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I think the guy at the camping store stressed Dad out, because after we paid for all the stuff I
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We spent the whole afternoon cleaning it out, and I wouldn’t have been too surprised if we’d actually W
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Once we got the junk out of there, we were finally able to take a good look around the camper O
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When we started off, Dad was SUPER excited about the camper van. He said since he could work W
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Mostly I just thought it was cool that I could use the toilet while we were cruising down the M
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When traffic slowed down, Mom let Manny sit in the front seat so he could feel like he was W
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Usually when Mom tells us we’ve had enough screen time, we’ll take a break. But as soon as she stops U
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The second I saw that thing I knew what it was, because I’d seen the ads in one of Mom’s T
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Mom handed us some activities she’d created for the trip and said they should keep us busy for a while. 
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After another hour or two of driving, Mom and Dad started looking for places to stop. 
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There were some signs for “scenic attractions”, so Dad pulled over at the exit for a place called T
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I know I should feel lucky to be alive at a time when there’s modern medicine and smartwatches I
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But by now everything worth finding has already been discovered. 

Bu

B t

u  

t b

y

b  

y n

o

n w

o  

w e

v

e e

v r

e y

r t

y h

t i

h ng

n  

g w

o

w r

o th

t  

h f

i

f nd

n i

d ng

n  

g h

a

h s

a  

s a

l

a r

l e

r a

e d

a y

d

43

be

b e

e n

e  

n d

i

d sc

s o

c v

o e

v r

e e

r d

e . 

d

43

4

50



And you wouldn’t really want your name on any of the stuff that’s left over. 
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But when Mom filled out the form I wish she’d put my first AND last name on it. Because now B
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And, sure enough, after we took a few more turns, we found a crystal-clear lake with nobody A
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It took a second before I realized something wasn’t RIGHT. I noticed a million shimmering I
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I thought I was being eaten ALIVE. And by the time I made it out of the water I was I
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That’s when we found out the lake we were swimming in was a FISH HATCHERY. 
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The next time Mom makes fish for dinner, I’m definitely gonna check the package to see where T
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The sleeping situation wasn’t great. The kitchen table converted into a BED, which is where Mom T
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The only person who had any space to himself was Manny. He’d turned one of the cabinets in the T
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While Mom and Dad were getting ready for bed, I found out a major downside of the camper van. 
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But everything had an age and height requirement, and Manny wasn’t tall enough to do any GOOD

B

a u

Bc t

u i 

t e

vi v

et e

vi r

e y

rs. t

y h

t i

h ng

n  

g h

a

h d

a  

d a

n

a  

n a

g

a e

g  

e a

n

a d

n  

d h

e

h i

e gh

g t

h  

t r

e

r q

e u

q i

u re

r m

e e

m n

e t

n , 

t

an

a d

n  

d M

a

M n

a n

n y

n  

y w

a

w s

a n

s ’

n t 

t t

a

t l

a ll 

l e

n

e o

n u

o g

u h

g  

h t

o

t  

o d

o

d  

o a

n

a y

n  

y GO

G O

O D

O

ac

a t

c i

t vi

v ti

t es

e . 

s

The only activity Manny was big enough for was the Fun Float, where you drifted down the river in T

i h

Tn e

hn  

e o

r n

o  l

nt y

lu  

yb a

e c

as t

c. i

t  vi

v

S t

o y

t   

yt M

h a

Ma n

at’ n

ns y

n  

yw w

h a

wa s

at  

s  b

i

b

Mg

o  

g e



m n

e so

ni u

og g

n h

ge  

hd f

o

u r

os  

r  w

u a

p s

a for. 

th

t e

h  

e F

u

F n

u  

n F

lo

l a

o t

a , 

t  

, w

h

w e

h r

e e

r  

e y

o

y u

o  

u d

r

d i

r ft

f e

t d

e  

d d

o

d w

o n

w  

n t

h

t e

h  

e r

i

r ve

v r

e  

r i

n

inn

n e

n r

e  

r t

u

t b

u e

b s

e . 

s  

. S

o

S  

o t

h

t a

h t

a ’

t s 

s w

h

w a

h t

a  

t M

o

M m

o  

m s

i

s gn

g e

n d

e  

d u

s

u  

s u

p

u  

p f

o

f r

o . 

r

55

55

5

62



I really wanted to do something more exciting, like rock climbing, but Mom was dead set on us all I
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I have to admit that once we got going it WAS kind of relaxing. Maybe even a little TOO
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So no one was really paying attention when we hit a shallow part in the river and came to a S
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Unfortunately, I went a little too far and ended up in a part of the river where the water was U
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My family tried to save me, but it turns out they’re totally useless in an emergency. 
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Up ahead, people were pulling their inner tubes out of the river in the landing area, so I tried U
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For a second I thought everything was going to be OK. Then I noticed something drifting away from Fo
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So I decided the best move was to let GO and take my chances. 
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And I never did find my swimming shorts, but thankfully I found the COOLER. 
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I’ve read stories about human beings who got cut off from civilization and were raised by WOLVES. 
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When we got back to camp, Mom asked Rodrick to check me for ticks, since I’d been off the trail. 
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It turns out it was just a JOKE, and the picture was something Rodrick found online. But, I
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I noticed it was really starting to SMELL in the bathroom, so I told Dad. He said the reason I
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Now I was starting to worry about what happened if the tank OVERFLOWED. So today, N
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I guess I should be grateful we live in a time when toilets even EXIST. Rodrick told me that I
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By now it was dark out, and Mom said we should turn in for the night. But Dad said the best part B
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While we were roasting our marshmallows over the fire, Dad got all serious. He told us that a long W
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The ranger said he used to have a beagle named Matilda, and she’d follow him wherever he’d go. 
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Matilda chased after the creature, and the ranger tracked her deep into the woods. But the only M
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Mom wasn’t happy with Dad for telling that story because Manny seemed really shook up. And, to be M
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But it kind of BACKFIRED. Because, when Rodrick howled, Manny JUMPED. And that’s B
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Mom started giving Dad a lecture about why you should never scare people, but she got cut off by M
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Sure enough, it was a BEAR. But it wasn’t after our trash, it was after the BAKED BEANS. 
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Dad climbed into the driver’s seat to get us OUT

of there, but the keys were by the fire. And D
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Then she started looking up nearby campsites and found one that had potential. 
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It took us most of the day to get to Campers’
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We pulled up to the lodge and went inside, where a member of staff told us about all the awesome W
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I wanted to check out the games room, so that’s where I went first. There were a few arcade I
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I checked out the swimming pool next, and that was kind of a disappointment, too. It was full of I
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Some of the little kids drifted out into the deep end, which was a problem because people were doing S
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There was no lifeguard on duty, so everyone was pretty much doing whatever they WANTED. 
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There was a snack shack in the pool area, and the laundrette and shower block were close by. 
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Some of the rows had THEMES, and people went kind of crazy with the decorations. 
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Some other people didn’t have camper vans at ALL. There was one area that looked like it had S
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I could tell when I was getting closer to the economy row because the pitches were packed a I
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Mom was trying to get to know some of our neighbours, but they seemed like the type of M
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While we were cleaning up the mess, I told Mom and Dad I thought coming here might’ve been a Wh
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Our next-door neighbours seemed nervous, too, and they gathered up their stuff to take inside O
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Well, that was enough to get US moving. We shut our door and peeked out of the window while W

w e

We l

e ll, 

lw  

,a t

i h

te a

hdt

a. 

t  w

S a

wu s

ar  

se e

n

e o

n u

o g

u h

g  

h t

, o

ta 

o g

f e

g t

ew  

t U

mi S

n  

u m

teo

msv

o  i

vln

a g

nt . 

ge  

.r W

a e

W

sh

s u

k t

u  

n o

k u

r

uc  

a d

m o

e o

o  r

s  

rnia

fn

afid

nn 

d p

g e

p  e

ea k

eroe

kud

en 

d o

d u

o  t

uou 

t o

r f

o  

fpi t

h

tc e

hh  

e. w

i

w nd

n o

d w

o  

w w

h

w i

h le

l

we

w  

e w

a

w i

a te

t d

e . 

d  

. S

u

S r

u e

r  

e e

n

e o

n u

o g

u h

g , 

h  

, a



a f

e

f w

e  

w m

i

m nu

n t

u e

t s

e  

s l

a

l t

a e

t r

e  

r a



sk

s u

k n

u k

n  

k c

a

c m

a e

m  

e s

n

s i

n ff

f i

f ng

n  

g a

r

a o

r u

o n

u d

n  

d o

u

o r

u  

r p

i

p tc

t h

c . 

h

It got up on the picnic table, and when it started eating our hot dogs there was nothing we I

cot

Iu 

tl g

d o

g  t

od  

to u

p

ub  

pu o

t n

o   

n t



W h

tA e

h  

e

T p

Ci

p c

Hn

c. i

n c 

c t

a

t b

a l

b e

l , 

e  

, a

n

a d

n  

d w

h

w e

h n

e  

n i

t

st

s a

t r

a t

r e

t d

e  

d e

a

e t

a i

t ng

n  

g o

u

o r

u  h

o

h t

o  

t d

o

d g

o s

g  

s t

h

t e

h r

e e

r  

e w

a

w s

a  

s n

o

n t

o h

t ing

n  

g w

e

w

co

c u

o l

u d

l  

d d

o

d  

o b

u

b t

u  

t WA

W T

A C

T H

C . 

108

10

1 8

0

115



Once the skunk was done eating, it LEFT. After a while, the siren stopped and everyone came O
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Then he said you know you’re about to be sprayed if a skunk stands on its front legs and wiggles its T
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When God created the animals, he gave them all cool stuff to defend themselves with, like shells and W
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But then when the time came to create PEOPLE, all the GOOD ideas were used up. 
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I guess God made up for it by giving us big BRAINS. But, if it was up to me, I probably I
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I probably shouldn’t have told MOM my plan, though, because all it did was remind her that I 
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Luckily, we had a few extra hot dogs in the camper van, and Dad cooked them over the fire. 
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But it wasn’t a SKUNK that sprayed us. It was one of our NEIGHBOuRS. Apparently, 9:00 is B
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After Dad got out of bed, he started cooking pancakes and eggs on the griddle. Mom was just A
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And, once that door’s locked, I can do anything I WANT. 
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When I arrived at the shower block, the line was already wrapped round the building. And I got W
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I found out the reason the wait was so long was because there were only three shower stalls inside. 
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I closed my eyes and tried to pretend I was by myself. But that was kind of hard to do when the I
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It turns out twenty-five cents only paid for three minutes of hot water. I tried to hand the I
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And what REALLY stunk was when he started using my SHAMPOO. 
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Luckily, I found my way to the laundrette, where there was a sink. And that water was L
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After I put our clothes in the dryer, I decided I was gonna stick around the washing machines A
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But, when I saw who it WAS, I thought maybe I could let things slide one more time. 
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When I got back to our pitch, all I wanted to do was crawl back into bed. But Mom said we were W
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This summer Mom’s been spending a lot of time on social media. And, whenever she sees how perfect T
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The lake looked calm and peaceful when we first saw it from the bridge. But today it was a whole T
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I was expecting the lake to be clear, like the one at the fish hatchery, but it looked DIRTY to me. 
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I thought people were acting kind of nuts at the POOL yesterday, but at the lake it was at a I
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Mom wanted us all to swim, but I was still pretty scarred from my LAST experience in a lake. Plus, I M
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Nobody else was in the mood to swim, either, so we put our stuff down on the ground. But it turned out N
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Then we found out WHY. As soon as we got to the middle of the lake, something BIG landed T
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I guess that explained why no one was using the canoe. We tried to paddle back to the dock, but I

t  

Ih g

e u

g  e

ug s

eu s

sy 

sst

h

to a

hn t

a   

t e

hx

eep

x  l

p a

lhi i

al n

l e

n d

ew  

de w

re h

w  y

hg  

ye n

t o

nti 

o o

n n

og e

n   

emw

o a

wr s

ae  

s  u

a s

uni

s n

d g

n   

gm t

o h

tr e

e

ca

ca n

acc o

nu e

or . 

ea 

. W

te e

W   

ew t

i r

t i

rhe d

ee  

da t

c o

th  

o p

s a

ph d

ao d

dt.l

d e

l  

e b

a

b c

a k

c  

k t

o

t  

o t

h

t e 

e d

o

d c

o k

c , 

k  

, b

u

b t

u

th

t e 

e g

u

g y

u s

y  

s o

n

o  

n t

h

t e

h  

e h

i

h lll 

l w

e

w r

e e

r  

e g

e

g t

e t

t i

t ng

n  

g m

o

m r

o e

r  

e a

n

a d

n  

d m

o

m r

o e

r

ac

a c

c u

c r

u a

r t

a e

t  

e w

i

w th

t  

h e

a

e c

a h

c  

h s

h

s o

h t

o . 

t

I guess Rodrick didn’t wanna get hit, so he decided to abandon ship. And that was a problem for the I

R 

I g

E u

gSe

u s

e

T s

s   

so R

f o

Rud

os r

d, i

r c

k

cb  

kecd

ai

d d

u n

dse’

nt



tn w

o a

ww n

a  n

nw a

ne  

a  g

w e

g t

er  

te h

i

hut

n, 

t  

,b s

alo

sa 

o h

nce

h  

e d

d.e

d c

e icde

d d

e

to

t  

o a

b

a a

b n

a d

n o

d n

o  

n s

h

s i

h p. 

p  

. A

n

A d

n  

d t

h

t a

h t

a  

t w

a

w s

a  

s a



a p

r

p o

r b

o l

b e

l m

e  

m f

o

f r

o  

r t

h

t e

h

REST

S  o

f

o  

f u

s

u , 

s  

, b

e

b c

e a

c u

a s

u e

s  

e n

o

n w

o  

w w

e

w  

e w

e

w r

e e

r  

e u

n

u b

n a

b l

a a

l n

a c

n e

c d

e . 

d

134

13

1 4

3

141



Our canoe capsized, and somehow me and Dad ended up UNDERNEATH it. At first I thought O
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Me and Dad ditched the canoe and swam for the dock. And we had to move FAST, because now we M
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But Mom said some of her best friends to this day are people she met at summer camp when she B

wuats Mom
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Luckily, these kids didn’t beat me up the second Mom stepped away. They said they were going L
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Everyone was calling the smallest kid Juicebox, and he seemed to be the one in charge. The kid with E
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A few other kids joined us, and THEY all had nicknames, too. So I guess that’s a thing around A
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Then they got into an argument about whether it would be better to fight a person with the head T

o h

Tf e

h  n

ea  

n  t

s h

thae

h y

er  

yk g

oo

grt

o   

tai

n

t

ns o

th  

oa a

r n

ak  

n  a

wir

a g

rt u

gh m

u te

m n

ehet

n   

tha

eb

aao

b u

od t

u o 

tfw

h

wa e

h  t

ep h

te e

hr r

es  

ro i

nt. 

wo

A u

n ld

d  

b

t e

h  

e b

e

g t

u t

y e

s r



w t

e o

r  

e f

sig

plh

i t

t  a

d  

o p

w e

n r

s

t o

h n

e  

w

mi it

d h

dl et

h

o e

n  

h

t e

h ad

t

of

o  

n a

e. s

h

s a

h r

a k

r  

k o

r

o  

r a



a s

h

s a

h r

a k

r  

k w

i

w th

t  

h t

h

t e

h  

e h

e

h a

e d

a  

d o

f

o  

f a



a p

e

p r

e s

r o

s n

o . 

n

An

A d

n  

d t

h

t e

h  

e g

u

g y

u s

y  

s w

e

w r

e e

r  

e s

p

s l

p ilt 

t d

o

d w

o n

w  

n t

h

t e

h  

e m

i

m dd

d l

d e

l  

e o

n

o  

n t

h

t a

h t

a

on

o e

n . 

e

The conversation got pretty heated, and then it got PHYSICAL. I didn’t wanna get hurt, so I T

t h

Tri e

h  

e c

d o

c  n

otov

n e

vsr

e s

t a

sa t

ay i

t  on

ou  

nt g

o

go t

of  

t p

t r

ph e

re t

e  t

tw y

ta  

y h

. e

h a

e t

a e

t d

e , 

d  

, a

n

a d

n  

d t

h

t en

e  

n i

t

go

g t

o  

t PH

P YSIC

I A

C L

A . .I



I d

i

d dn

d ’

n t 

t w

a

w n

a n

n a

n  

a g

e

g t

e  

t h

u

h r

u t

r , 

t  

, s

o

s  

o I



tr

t i

r ed

e  

d t

o

t  

o s

t

s a

t y

a  

y o

u

o t

u  

t o

f

o  

f t

h

t e 

e w

a

w y

a . 

y

143

14

1 3

4

150



But just like that it was OVER, and everyone acted like nothing happened. 
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Plus, they knew where all the cute girls in camp were staying and when they each ate lunch. 
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These guys were big pranksters, too. Weevil found a half-filled bottle of shampoo on the ground, and T
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And most of their games involved someone getting hit by a ball or getting tackled, and sometimes A
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The last game we played was Red Rover, where everyone makes a human chain and tries to keep T
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It was those teenagers on the hill, launching watermelons from their hammock. We ran for I
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They’d stashed a bunch of water guns in one of the kayaks, and they had some serious T
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Big Marcus paddled out to the middle of the lake and, sure enough, the teenagers opened fire as B
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We let loose with everything we had, and by the time our water guns were empty those teenagers W

w e

We  

er l

ee

l t

e  

tol

o

lt o

oa s

olle

sy 

e w

i

w

Dth

t

R  

hEe

v

eNe

v r

eC y

rHt

y h

t

E i

h n

D. g

n  

g w

e

w  

e h

ad

a , 

d  

, a

n

a d

n  

d b

y

b  

y t

h

t e

ti

t me

m  

e o

u

o r

u  w

a

w t

a e

t r

e  g

u

g n

u s

n  

s w

e

w r

e e 

e e

m

e p

m t

p y

t  

y t

h

t o

h s

o e

s  

e t

e

t e

e n

e a

n g

a e

g r

e s

r

we

w r

e e

r  

e t

o

t t

o a

t l

a lly

l  

y DREN

E CH

C ED

E . 

But I wish Juicebox had put a little more thought into the NEXT step of his plan, because all we B

r u

Be t

ual 

tl I

y   

I w

di i

wds h

s  

h

w J

as u ic

m e

ca b

eko

be x  

xth

a

hod

as  

de p

u

pg t

u  

ty a

s  

a  l

ilt

M t

tAl

t e

lD 

e.m

o

m r

o e

r  

e t

h

t o

h u

o g

u h

g t

h

int

n o

t  

o t

h

t e

h  

e NE

N X

E T

X  s t

s e

t p

e  

p o

f

o  

f h

i

h s 

s p

l

p a

l n

a , 

n  

, b

e

b c

e a

c u

a s

u e

s  

e a

l

a ll 

l w

e

w

re

r a

e l

a lly

l  

y d

i

d d 

d w

a

w s

a  

s m

a

m k

a e

k  

e t

h

t o

h s

o e

s  

e g

u

g y

u s

y  

s MAD

A . 

162



They chased us past the main lodge, and we turned the corner at the laundrette. I thought they were T
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Cutter grabbed a few squeezy bottles of ketchup and mustard for some extra firepower. So, when C
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We ran to the hiding spot we used earlier in the day and took a minute to catch our breath. 
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Cutter said we should make a PACT that if one of us got caught, nobody would rat anyone else out. 
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Big Marcus said that if you broke the pact, then you had to go through the Pool Noodle Gauntlet, B
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Some people wanted to take it even FURTHER. 

Fivehead said it had to be your DAD’S underwear, S
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Regular Marcus told me that this morning these posters started appearing all over camp, and he R
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The second I saw the poster, I knew it was a trick. I told Regular Marcus that the people T
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Regular Marcus said he would’ve been WITH them, but he had to go back to his camper van to grab R
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It turns out there was no ice cream at ALL. The camp director told the guys they were gonna have I
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He said him and the other guys got roped into the fight, and the guy that started it all was still on H
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But I guess the camp director wasn’t convinced. 
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I figured the pool might be the one place on the campsite where I was actually SAFE. But once we I
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It seemed like the combination of loud music and night-time was making people a little extra crazy. 
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And somebody had greased the slide, so people were coming off that thing at a hundred miles an A
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There was a movie playing on a screen at the deep end of the pool, and whoever chose the film T
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We entered the balloon-popping relay as a family, but we came in last place since Manny didn’t have W
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but we came in last place since Manny didn’t have enough body weight to burst the first balloon. 

Mom made Dad enter the beer belly contest, but he didn’t even make it past the first round. 
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Manny entered a hot dog eating contest on his own, and I had no IDEA that boy could pack so M
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Mom tried to get me to enter a mother-son dance contest with her, but there wasn’t enough money M
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Speaking of the belly flop contest, too many contestants got on the diving board at the same S
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The pool was crowded and nobody was really doing any swimming, anyway. It seemed like the only T
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The tyre was so huge it was almost impossible to get into. But, with a little teamwork, we finally T
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After we got tossed from the giant inner tube, Mom was done with the pool party. And I felt A
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There were still a lot of people in the pool, so it wasn’t that hard to stay hidden. But when those T
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And my situation got a whole lot WORSE when the next two people showed up at the party. 
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I knew the camp director was looking for ME. 

So I decided to go in the only direction I could, I
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I was actually starting to run out of oxygen when something WEIRD happened. There was I
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Ten seconds later it was empty except for ME. 

And that’s when I came to the surface. 
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The first thing I noticed was the RAIN, which was really coming down. Then LIGHTNING

T

f h

Tlae

hs 

e f

h i

fe r

ds t

sa 

tct

r h

to i

hsn

s g

n   

gt I

he 

I n

s o

nk t

oy i

t c

, e

c  d

ea  

dn w

d a

w  s

at  

sht

ah

tt e

h   

ee R

x A

pl I

Aai N

Ine,d 

, w

h

w i

h c

yh

c

w

e a

wv s

ae  

sr r

y e

ro a

enl

a ll

e y

l   

ywc

ao

csm

o i i

m n

n g

n s  

gu d

c o

dh w

o  n

wa  . 

n  

.h T

ur h

Tr e

hy n

e   

nt L

o  I

LgG

Ie H

Gt  T

ou N

t  I

o N

If  G

the pool. 

fla

l s

a h

s e

h d

e  

d a

c

a r

c os

o s

s  

s t

h

t e

h  

e s

k

s y

k , 

y  

, a

n

a d

n  

d t

h

t a

h t

a  

t e

x

e p

x l

p a

l i

a ne

n d

e  

d w

h

w y

ev

e e

v r

e y

r o

y n

o e

n  

e w

a

w s

a  

s i

n 

n s

u

s c

u h

c  

h a



a h

u

h r

u r

r y

r  

y t

o

t  

o g

e

g t

e  

t o

u

o t

u  

t o

f

o  

f t

h

t e

h  

e p

o

p o

o l

o . 

The teenagers and Juicebox were long gone, and so was my FAMILY. I real y didn’t wanna get T

elh

Te e

hc  

ett

r e

to e

ec n

eu a

nt g

ae e

gd r

e, s

r   

s a

o n

a  d

nI 

d J

fi u

giuc

u e

cr b

ee o

bd x

o   

x w

I’ e

wdr

e e

r  

eb l

e o

lt n

ot g

ne  

gr g

o

g n

oe e

nt , 

e   

,o a

u n

at d

n of

so

st  

oh w

e a

wr s

ae  

s, m

y

mto 

y F

o. A

F M

A I

M L

I Y. .I



I r

e

r a

e l

a y

l  

y d

i

d dn

d ’

nt 

t w

a

w n

a n

n a

n  

a g

e

g t

e

el

e e

l c

e t

c r

t o

r c

o u

c t

u e

t d

e , 

d  

, s

o

s  

o I



I f

i

f gu

g r

u e

r d

e  

d I

’

I d 

d b

e

b t

e t

t e

t r

e  

r g

e

g t

e  

t o

u

o t

u  

t o

f

o

th

tI e

h  r

elee

r , 

ef  

,t t

o

t o

oh . 

oe pool area and headed for the camper van. But in the dark and the rain it was hard to I

se 

Iel

e

l  f

ewt

fh 

tet

rh

te e

h   

e p



I o

p  o

ow l

oa 

lsa

r

a e

rg a

eoi  

ana

n

ag. d

n  

d h

e

h a

e d

a e

d d

e  

d f

o

f r

o  

r t

h

t e

h  

e c

a

c m

a p

m e

p r

e

va

v n

a . 

n  

. B

u

B t

u  

t i

n 

n t

h

t e

h  

e d

a

d r

a k

r  

k a

n

a d

n  

d t

h

t e

h  

e r

a

r i

a n 

n i

t 

t w

a

w s

a  

s h

a

h r

a d

r  

d t

o

t

se

s e

e  

e w

h

w e

h r

e e

r  

e I



I w

a

w s

a  

s g

o

g i

o ng

n . 

g

181

18

1 1

8

188



There was a HUGE crash of lightning, and it sounded like it might’ve hit something nearby. 

Th

T e

h r

e e

r  

e w

a

w s

a  

s a



a HUGE

G  c rca

r s

a h

s  

h o

f

o  

f l

ilgh

g t

h n

t i

n ng

n , 

g  

, a

n

a d

n  

d i

t

so

s u

o n

u d

n e

d d

e  

d l

ilke

k  

e i

t 

t m

i

m gh

g t

h ’

tve

v  

e h

i

h t 

t s

o

s m

o e

m t

e h

t i

h ng

n  

g n

e

n a

e r

a b

r y

b . 

y

Then the air-raid siren at the lodge cranked up, which made everything even more STRESSFUL. 
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I realized that if I stayed outside much longer I was gonna get burned to a CRISP. But nobody in I
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I finally made it to our camper van. And when I opened the door my whole family was already there. 
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Mom said she thought I’d run ahead to the camper van when the rain started, and it was a Mo
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Wednesday
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So you have to flush them with water, if you’re lucky enough to have any nearby. 
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Once your vision improves, you start to notice the SMELL, which is like a mix of rotten eggs O
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We knew we couldn’t go to sleep smelling like skunk, so we tried to find something to cover up W
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By the time I got to the store, all the food was GONE, and the shelves were practically bare. I B
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The deskunking instructions said to pour the baking soda and hydrogen peroxide in a hot bath, but it’s T
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Some people took more than they needed, though, and the well ran DRY. 
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Things got REALLY ugly when people ran out of the coins they needed to operate the showers. 

Th

T i

h ng

n s

g  

s g

o

g t

o  

t REA

E L

A L

L Y u g

u l

g y

l  

y w

h

w e

h n

e  

n p

e

p o

e p

o l

p e

l  

e r

a

r n

a  

n o

u

o t

u  

t o

f

o

193

th

t e 

e c

o

c i

o ns

n  

s t

h

t e

h y

e  

y n

e

n e

e d

e e

d d

e  

d t

o

t  

o o

p

o e

p r

e at

a e

t  

e t

h

t e

h  

e s

h

s ow

o e

w r

e s. 

s

19

1 3

9

200
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People hit the laundrette next. And I knew this whole place was gonna stink after everybody ran P

oe

Puo

etp

o  l

p e

o  

ef h

ci

hlte 

tat

h

tn e

hc  

el l

oau

at n

uh d

nesr

d. e

r t

e t

t e

t  

e n

e

n x

e t

x . 

t  

. A

n

A d

n  

d I 

I k

n

k ew

e  

w t

hi

h s

wh

w o

h l

o e

l  

e pl

p a

l c

a e

c  w

a

w s

a  

s g

o

g n

o n

n a

n  

a s

t

s i

t nk

n  

k a

f

a t

f e

t r

e  

r e

v

e e

v r

e y

r b

y o

b d

o y

d  

y r

a

r n

a

ou

o t 

t o

f 

f c

l

c e

l a

e n

a  

n c

l

c o

l t

o h

t e

h s

e . 

s

Eventually someone got the bright idea to get the water directly from the plastic tank above E

t v

h e

e n

stu

h a

o l

wly

e  

r s

o

blm

o e

c o

k n

. e got the bright idea to get the water directly from the plastic tank above the shower block. 

195

19

1 5

9

202



The tank fell off the roof and rolled down the hill, where it leaked out half the water before T
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Around dinnertime, everyone started getting HUNGRY. Some people had enough food to last A
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And when one of our neighbours fired up their BBQ to cook some hamburgers, a pack of dogs A
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I was more nervous than hungry. People do crazy things when they’re desperate, and I had I
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Mom said everyone was OVERREACTING, and that by morning someone would repair the bridge M
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I remembered there was one part that was really SHALLOW, and I said we might be able I
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We didn’t wanna call a lot of attention to ourselves by turning on the engine, so we pushed W
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But there was no going back now, and when the camper van started picking up speed we all climbed B
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By now it had started to RAIN, and it was coming down pretty hard. But when we turned B
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But once we got to the middle of the stream there was an awful sound, and the camper van B
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But it turned out that was the LEAST of our problems. The rain was getting a lot HEAVIER, B
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The camper van was filling up with water, and we had to climb even HIGHER. Rodrick pulled himself T
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But once we were all on the roof the camper van started to turn. 
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We were headed right for that BRIDGE. And, if we had stayed where we were on the roof, that W
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The only person who didn’t jump was MANNY. He had climbed back down into the camper van and was T
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It took a full HOUR for all the vehicles to cross to the other side. 
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And when the very last motorcyle drove over the bridge, the only thing we could hear was the rain. 
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We had the whole lake to ourselves, too. And, since the water was nice and deep, we actually had W
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I’m really looking forward to telling Rowley about my holiday when I get back. But I’ll probably I
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